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MGF 003-85 
2 March 1985 


MEMORANDUM 
THROUGH : 
SUBJECT : 


FOR : Director, FBIS 
Chief, Operations Group 

Monthly Report--Gulf Bureau- - February 1985 


I . GENERAL 


The Bahrain Telecommunications Company announced on 27 
February that, owing to massive profits in 1984, rental charges 
for telephones and telexes will be cut by approximately 25 percent 
effective 1 April 1985. Charges for phone calls on Fridays will 
also be half priced effective 5 April. This development will 
have a positive impact on the bureau's communications budget 
and on the pocketbooks of individual staffers. 

II. OPERATIONS 

A. Editorial/Monitorial 


1. The bureau's reception of Tehran Television Service 
in Persian, which became monitorable again in late January, 
proved fruitful on 4 February when the bureau monitored and 
videotaped a 33-minute recorded speech by Ayatollah Khomeyni 
marking the "10 Days of Dawn" ceremonies. The videotape elicited 
great interest and, at the request of MOD, special arrangements 
were made to dispatch the videotape immediately to Washington 
via commercial courier. 

2. Baghdad Television Service in Persian became monitorable 
on 21 February for the first time since October 1984. Video and 
audio reception were good. The Arabic service also was received 

for the first time since April 1984 with fair video and good 
audio reception. 

3. The Gulf tanker war registered one of its biggest losses 
in February when the Liberian-registered tanker "Neptunia" carrying 
60,000 tons of aviation fuel was hit by Iraqi jets off Bushehr and 
sank several days later. Two other ships were confirmed hit by 
Iraqi jets during the month. On its part, Iran is believed respon- 
sible for three air attacks on Gulf shipping, one occurring just 
60 km north of Abu Dhabi. 
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STAT 

STAT 

STAT 

STAT 

STAT 

STAT 


B. Communications 

1. The local Naval Administrative Unit (ASU) received 

permission this month for a line between the ASU and the Embassy. 
This line, which was initially proposed by FBIS Gulf Bureau, will 
enable the bureau to send and receive material to and from the 
ASU via the Embassy in the event of long outages on our primary 
circuit. At the moment, material has to be handcarried to and 
from the ASU . Timing for completion of the project depends on 
when completes its upgrade to receive ASU traffic. 

2. The staffing situation in the bureau teletype section 

was improved somewhat with the return of one teletypist from 
maternity leave on 10 February, allowing the departure of London 
Bureau TDY teletypist^ on 7 February. The section is 

still down two teletypists, one on extended maternity leave and 
the other on sick leave, but can handle the workload with help 
from the bureau’s administrative assistant. 

III. ADMINISTRATION 

A. Personnel 

1. Persian monitor EOD ' d on 3 February 

and part-time Persian monitor ] | was converted to full- 

time FBN status on the same day. 

2. London Bureau teletypist departed 7 

February after a 1-month working TDY. 

B. Visits 

1 . a fire protection officer from the 

State Department's Office of Foreign Buildings, paid a courtesy 
call at the bureau on 23 February to advise on removal of fire 
hazards . 


STAT 


Chief, Gulf Bureau 
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ENGINEERING REPORT -- 

Equipment Received : 
Equipment Transferred 
Projects : 


Attachment A 


GULF BUREAU MONTHLY REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 1985 


2 IBM Personal Computer Systems. 


None 


Construction of two desks for use 
with the personal computers. 

Ongoing switchgear installation. 

Installation of replacement landline 
interfaces . 
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GULF BUREBLi i .OBUCTION REPORT FOR FEBRUi.../ 1385 
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